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CONCLUSIONS

Seminar on Security Policy, 16-17 July 2001

On 17 July, in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Centre for Security Studies successfully concluded its first seminar on the theme of security policy concepts. Excellent speakers from academia, international organisations, and local institutions contributed to ensure that the target audience was presented with an approach that was informative, rounded, and specialised; thus securing the objectives of the seminar – to furnish parliamentarians with the knowledge and confidence to make concrete progress towards the formulation and implementation of a security policy for Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The participants included defence committee members from Republika Srpska and the Federation of BiH, as well as members of the Council of Ministers; parliamentarians, academics, and members of other security institutes in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The discussion periods offered the chance for participants to offer their views, and in particular, the final sessions provided some lively and thought-provoking debate.

The seminar represented an important step towards a real, organised and institutional debate on security policy. In particular, a number of important conclusions were made: that the specific circumstances of the region – not only in terms of history, but also in response to the new emerging security situation in which the environment in stabilising – shows that there is a definite need for a security policy, and that the only real option is a state-level policy. However, a clear warning was also given: that it is imperative to avoid basing the security policy upon the experience of the 1990’s, which would clearly have disastrous consequences for the future development of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Additionally, it was also made clear that any approach should be gradual and thoughtful – which would allow for adaptation to the new emerging security environment in Europe, and to ensure that the security policy would be comprehensive, cooperative, collective and indivisible. Clearly, at the same time there also have to be positive efforts towards considering internal security in non-military terms, and to avoid the ideological demagogy and stagnation of the past. Subsequently, it was highlighted that the adoption of a state-level security policy would be an important milestone for Bosnia and Herzegovina – in fulfilling an important prerequisite for membership of the PfP; and in sending a clear message to the world that Bosnia and Herzegovina is ready to accept the obligations of, and to contribute to, membership of the international family of nations.

Participants were presented with a security policy concept, which outlined the basic parameters and contents of a security policy for Bosnia and Herzegovina. Those present agreed in principle that the security policy should contain, inter alia, expanded elements of foreign, defence, internal security, economic and financial, and intelligence policies; as well as providing for appropriate disaster management and prevention techniques. Although obvious differences of opinion continue to exist, various principles, priorities and objectives of a security policy where underlined, and at least in theory, agreed upon.

All participants and speakers recognised that the seminar was an important step towards the development of open discussion; and in recognition of the seminar’s success, the Centre for Security Studies will continue to organise events within this field, and in particular, a series of workshops that will address, in more detail, some of the issues outlined during the proceedings.
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